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Introduction

m “Blog” is short for Web log, or its shortened
form, “weblog” (Blog, 2000).

m Farly blogs used primarily as online diaries.

m Present day blogs are “dominated by text and
photos™ (Shapiro, 2003).

m Blogoing technologies typically incorporate a
capability for remote posting of content by users
ot a given blog.



What is the Blogosphere?

The Blogosphere is defined as a “collective
term encompassing all weblogs or blogs as
a community or soctal network™

(Blogosphere, 2000).



Review of Existing Literature on

blogging
m Kooser, in an Entreprenenr magazine article titled, “Who
Let the Blogs Out?;” observed that blogging has gone

beyond fad to become a full-fledged Internet
phenomenon (2002).

m The rate of growth associated with the creation of new
blog sites is extraordinary.

m According to an ongoing study by the Pew Internet &
American Life Project, one out of twenty persons in the
United States has created a blog (Rainie, 2000).



Reason for Exploratory Paper

m After a series of searches in the academic
literature, the need for this paper became
evident.

m Search attempts conducted on ProQuest
demonstrated a dearth of scholarly research on
blogging in general, however results became
sparse once blogging terms and entrepreneurial
terms were utilized in association with one
another.



Combinations Used

m “entreprencurship AND blog”
m “small business AND blog”
m “entrepreneur AND blog”

(4

m “weblogs AND small business™

These combination produced no returned results
and “weblogs” returned only 73 documents.



Combinations Used (continued)

m A Google search was done also on the term

“blog” and 1t produced the statement: “about
2,070,000,000 results for blog” (retrieved March
16, 2000).

Note: The author recognizes the inherent instability, bias, and lack
of precision associated with commercial search engines.



Uses to which blogging technologies
have been applied

m Virtually every topic imaginable has been
touched upon using blogs.

m Blogs enable any individual or group to access
what amounts to a publishing platform and
reach a worldwide audience while doing so.

m Bloggers are able to express their views from
within or outside organizations.



The Web site Technorati.com tracks numerous

statistics pertaining to the blogosphere and is widely
regarded as a seminal source for such data.
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Top Blogs
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Uses to which blogging technologies
have been applied (continued)

m One study from Intelliseek states (Blackshaw &
Nazzaro, 2004):

“Although influenced or stimulated by traditional marketers and
marketing activities, online word of mouth is nonetheless owned
and controlled by consumers, and it often carries far higher
credibility and trust than traditional media, especially as media
channels become more fragmented and less trusted. The growth
of its influence poses challenges and opportunities for marketer.”

(- 2)



Blogging as a platform for
professionals and entrepreneurs

m Blogs are relatively inexpensive and easy to set
up.
m Small businesses have found that they can

represent themselves through blogging
platforms.

m Blogs can be used for marketing outreach
purposes.

m Used by professionals to chronicle their
observations, advice, and commentary as well as
responses 1n a forum-like atmosphere.



Blogging as a platform for professionals
and entrepreneurs (continued)

m Andy Wibbels, who calls himself a “blogging
evangelist,” has developed a series of products
solely for individuals who wish to become full
time blogging professionals and entrepreneuts.

m Numerous internet providers allow users to set
up free blog accounts.

m Some bloggers have banded together to create

something known as “enterprise blogs™ (Ort,
2004).



Opportunities created by blogging
technologies

m A platform from which the blogger can broadcast his
or her message.

m Blogs are suitable for bootstrappers because they
represent a low cost startup opportunity “I'o
individuals who have little or no collateral, little or no
cash, little or no entrepreneurial experience, little or no
training, and little or no choice but to pursue an
entrepreneurial dream without the benefit of resources

which would ordinarily be nice to have” (IL.ahm, 2005).



Blogging Revenue Sources

A short list derived form the publication, Making
Money Blogging on the Side: For Stay-at-Home-Moms and
Dads, Students, and Anyone Else Who Needs Exctra Cash

could include:

Advertising arranged through formally established affiliate
programs such as Google AdSense.

Direct sponsorships.

The sale of ancillary products such as calendars, t-shirts and
bumper stickers.

Consulting services as arranged based upon the expertise of

the blogger.



Blogging as a Publishing Platform

m Journalists are searching for the latest “buzz,”

and bringing bloggers to the attention of agents
(Radosh, 2004).

m Bloggers who build an audience may also create
media attention.



Conclusion

m According to David Sifry, founder of
Technorati, “the blogosphere is over 60 times
bigoer than it was only 3 years ago” (Sifry, 2000)
and growing at a rate of 75,000 new blogs per
day.

m Blogging is a phenomenon that deserves far
more attention from scholarly researchers.



Questions
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